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Welcome to Our Journey

In this edition of the CHAIN Project Newsletter from Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-Alike
(AEFUNAI), we provide an overview of agribusiness through the eyes of those who live it: our
entrepreneurs, students, and lecturers. Each story highlights the resilience, innovation, and
collaboration driving the future of agriculture in Nigeria under the CHAIN initiative.

Entrepreneurial Spirit
Rev. Canon Philip Nworie (Fish production)

Rev. Philip, navigating the challenging waters of aquaculture, faced 2023 head-on. Despite the
economic tremors caused by inflation and fuel subsidy removals, Philip's strategic adjustments in
product pricing and operational efficiencies ensured his business's survival. His adaptations to
environmental challenges, such as optimizing pond locations for temperature control and
combating bacterial infections with increased water changes, underscore a commitment to
sustainable aquaculture.

and Mr. Francis Anosike.

Mr. Francis Okeoru (Rice Business)

For Mr. Francis Okeoru, 2023 was a remarkable year, marked by a bumper harvest, a direct result of
his first-time use of a USAID-recommended pesticide, Lambdacal, on his rice farm. Mr. Okeoru’s
journey through the year was not without its challenges; he faced high labor costs and frequent
malfunctions of milling machines, which constrained the expansion of his cultivated land and
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forced rice prices upward. Despite these hurdles, he remains committed to overcoming these
obstacles by optimizing production costs and enhancing milling operations to stay competitive.
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Mr. Collins Ejike (Oluchika Farms)

Mr. Collins Ejike of Oluchika Farms described 2023 as a challenging year, particularly due to
increased value-added tax (VAT), fluctuating exchange rates, and fuel scarcity, all of which strained
the farm's finances. The farm faced severe environmental challenges with intense heat affecting
livestock, leading to high mortality rates. In response, Mr. Ejike implemented innovative measures
such as altering feeding times and introducing anti-stress medications to mitigate the effects of
heat on poultry and fish, ensuring the sustainability of his operations.
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Mr. Collins Ejike at Oluchika Farms with CHAIN project team members Mr Emmanuel Ankrumah
and Mr Francis Anosike
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Mr. Ominyi Peter Godwin (Ebonyi Rice Mill Owners Industrial Association)

For Mr. Ominyi Peter Godwin, the administrator of Ebonyi Rice Mill Owners Industrial Association,
2023 brought an increase in demand for locally produced rice, thanks to national policies banning
the importation of foreign rice. This surge in demand was a boon for local millers who saw improved
profits as consumers turned to homegrown alternatives. However, environmental issues such as
drought and unexpected floods posed significant challenges to rice yields, prompting Mr. Godwin to
advocate for better irrigation practices and the construction of dams to support local farmers.

Mr. Ominyi Peter Godwin at the rice mill administrative office with CHAIN project team member, Dr
Anthony Oko-Isu

Mr. Nnamdi Chukwu (Josel Farms)

At Josel Farms, Mr. Nnamdi Chukwu capitalized on early rainfall in 2023 to double-crop his arable
lands, although the high cost of farm inputs due to economic fluctuations posed a significant
challenge. To combat environmental stressors like increased temperatures and sporadic droughts,
Mr. Chukwu adopted artificial irrigation and mulching techniques to preserve soil moisture and
protect crops. His proactive approach also extends to his workforce; facing a shortage of skilled
labor due to migration, he focused on training programs to enhance local employment and farm
productivity.
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Mr. Nnamdi Chukwu at Josel Farms with CHAIN project team members Mr Emmanuel Ankrumah

and Mr Francis Anosike

The Student Perspective: Aspiring Agribusiness Leaders

Our students, Christian, Favour, Henry, Glory, and Jessica, shared their educational journeys,
highlighting both achievements and aspirations within the agribusiness sector:

Christian spotlighted his practical training in farm management, emphasizing his
leadership skills and problem-solving acumen as key assets for his future in agribusiness.

Favour discussed overcoming challenges like managing tedious farm operations,
spotlighting her leadership potential and continuous learning mindset as her strengths.

Henry brought attention to the importance of practical experience in livestock
management, identifying his risk-taking ability and technical knowledge as foundations for
his future career.

Glory focused on the technical aspects of aquaculture, like fish feed formulation and fry
management, considering these skills crucial for her future employment and
entrepreneurial endeavors in the sector.

Jessica was enthusiastic about advancements in food crop varieties, considering her
managerial knowledge and field experience vital assets for the agri-food sector.
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Image: A collage showing students during the interviews.

Lecturers' Insight: Shaping the Future

Our lecturers are not just educators; they are mentors and innovators. Their guidance is crucial in
steering the CHAIN project towards impactful research and sustainable agricultural practices. By
fostering a collaborative environment, they ensure that the project remains a beacon of innovation
and practical learning in Nigeria’s agribusiness landscape.
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Image: Interviews with Lecturers.

Overcoming and Advancing

Across these narratives, a common theme emerges: the delicate balance of challenges and
opportunities. Entrepreneurs like Mr. Francis Okeoru, Rev. Philip, Mr. Nnamdi Chukwu (Josel
Farms), and Mr. Collins Ejike (Oluchika Farms) demonstrate resilience in the face of economic
adversity. Our students, with their blend of practical training and academic knowledge, are
preparing to tackle the sector's future challenges head-on. Together, these stories form a tapestry
of perseverance, innovation, and hope.

Looking Ahead with Optimism

As we move forward, the CHAIN project stands as a testament to the power of collective action in
transforming Nigeria's agribusiness sector. Through education, innovation, and perseverance, we
are not just witnessing the evolution of agribusiness; we are actively participating in shaping its
future.

Join us as we continue to explore, learn, and grow in our next edition, where we will delve deeper
into the projects, research initiatives, and personal stories that are defining the landscape of
agribusiness in Nigeria.



