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CHAIN Project Seminar: Developing a Master Program in Food Value Chain Management

From March 31% to April 10", 2024, representatives from Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-
Alike (AE-FUNAI), Nigeria, participated in a seminar held at the Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University
of Applied Sciences, Germany. This seminar was an important milestone in the CHAIN project, which
is part of the Erasmus Plus program funded by the European Union (EU). The CHAIN project aims to
modernize agricultural education in Sub-Saharan Africa by fostering innovation and holistic
approaches to agricultural training, with a particular focus on food value chains.

Our Team in Germany

The AE-FUNAI delegation included Mr. Chukwuemeka Emenekwe, Dr. Anthony Oko-Isu, Dr. Jane
Munonye, and Prof. Johnny Ogunji. The seminar was hosted at the Weihenstephan-Triesdorf
University of Applied Sciences. The seminar's agenda focused on developing a Master's curriculum
in Food Value Chain Management, creating opportunities for cross-university collaboration, and
fostering practical skills through engaging visits and discussions.
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[L-R: Mr. Chukwuemeka Emenekwe, Dr. jane Munonye, Dr. Anthony Oko-Isu, Prof. Johnny Ogunji]
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Highlights of the Week

Welcome to Germany: The seminar began with a warm welcome by Dr. Mueller, who
ensured everyone felt comfortable and prepared for the activities ahead. We gathered for an
informal evening, complete with pizza, where participants got to know each other and shared
their goals for the week. This provided a relaxed atmosphere that set the stage for productive
collaboration.

Curriculum Development Sessions: Throughout the week, we worked on developing the
proposed Master's program in Food Value Chain Management. These sessions were
informative and constructive, with Prof. Dan Bodescu from the University of Life Sciences
"lon lonescu de la Brad" in lasi, Romania, guiding us through key methodologies. We engaged
in discussions, brainstorming sessions, and refinement of ideas, making significant progress.
Representatives from Wroclaw University also shared their insights, helping to shape future
training programs and upcoming meetings in Wroclaw.

Site Visits: To complement our discussions, we conducted several informative site visits.
Our first stop was the Dairy Cow Center in Triesdorf, where we observed innovative practices
in dairy farming that have positioned this region as a leader in sustainable food production.
Next, we visited the Bakery Family Herzog in Muhr am See, where we learned about traditional
baking methods and the importance of sustainability in food production.

Cultural Experience: A special highlight was our day trip to Wurzburg, a city rich in history
and culture. Guided by Dr. Mueller, we explored notable landmarks, walked through scenic
streets, and experienced the local culture. Our final visit was to a winery in Wirzburg, where
we explored winemaking practices and the intersection of tradition and innovation.

Looking Ahead

The outcomes of this seminar have laid a solid foundation for the development of the Master's
curriculum, which is expected to enhance agricultural education in Nigeria and other partner
countries. Our collaboration will continue in the upcoming CHAIN meeting planned for Autumn 2024
in Wroclaw, Poland. We look forward to continuing this journey towards modernizing agricultural
education and driving innovation in Sub-Saharan Africa.

About CHAIN

The CHAIN project is made up of a consortium of universities, and AE-FUNAI is proud to be a member
of this consortium. The consortium members include:

Weihenstephan-Triesdorf University of Applied Sciences (Germany) — Consortium Lead

Alex Ekwueme Federal University Ndufu-Alike (AE-FUNAI) (Nigeria)
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= Federal University of Technology Minna (Nigeria)

= University of Kara (Togo)

= University of Lome (Togo)

= South Eastern Kenya University (Kenya)

» Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University of Science and Technology (Kenya)
* Farming Systems Kenya (Kenya)

=  Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences (Poland)

= University of Life Sciences "lon lonescu de la Brad" in lasi (Romania)

The CHAIN project aims to bridge the gap between academic institutions and the agricultural sector
by fostering collaboration, knowledge exchange, and practical innovations. This project not only
focuses on curriculum development but also emphasizes building capacity among teaching staff,
students, and farmers, thereby contributing to sustainable agricultural development in the region.

The CHAIN project embodies a holistic and human-centered approach to agricultural education in
Sub-Saharan Africa, enhancing the capacity for innovation and sustainability. By connecting multiple
universities and stakeholders across Sub-Saharan Africa and Europe, including partners from
Nigeria, Kenya, Togo, Poland, Romania, and Germany, the project aims to create a more resilient
agricultural sector capable of addressing current and future challenges.

Stay tuned for more updates as we continue to shape the future of agricultural education together!

3

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or
European Education and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible
for them.



